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the grave of their good father, whom they tenderly
loved; and God also put it into their hearts to remove
his bones and bring them to our Church at the
mission of st. Ignace at missilimakinac, where those
savages make their abode.

They repaired, then, to the spot, and resolved
among themselves to act in regard to the father as they
are Wont to do toward Those for whom they profess
great respect. Accordingly, they opened the grave,
and uncovered the Body; and, although the Flesh
and Internal organs were all Dried up, they found
it entire, so that not even the skin was in any way
injured. This did not prevent them from proceed-
ing to dissect it, as is their custom. They cleansed the
bones and exposed them to the sun to dry; then,
carefully laying them in a box of birch-bark, they
set out to bring them to our mission of st. Ignace.

There were nearly 30 Canoes which formed, in
excellent order, that funeral procession. There were
also a goodly number of iroquois, who United with
our algonquin savages to lend more honor to the
ceremonial. When they drew near our house,
father nouvel, who is its superior, with father pier-
con, went out to meet them, accompanied by the
frenchmen and savages who were there; and having
halted the Procession, he put the usual questions to
them, to make sure that It was really the father's
body which they were bringing. Before conveying it
to land, they Intoned the de profundis in the presence
of the 30 Canoes, which were still on the water, and
of the people who were on the shore. After that, the
Body was carried to the church, care being taken to
observe all that the ritual appoints in such ceremo-
nies. It remained exposed under the pall, all that



